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Risen Jesus, we invite you into our presence this morning and ask that you help us
to believe how the first disciples believed. Amen.

It really struck me how this week’s Epistle reading starts. God, Peter writes
“judges all impartially according to their deeds.” Hear words like that and a whole

universe of religious stereotypes jump to mind. I’ll give you a goofy example.

A pretend documentarian on Netflix, by the made-up name, Philomena
Cunk, gives a send-up of religion: “If you follow God’s rules religiously, you’ll
ascend to the Kingdom of Heaven, which sounds great, although if you’re old
when you die you might not want to be going up a lot of stairs. [...] The alternative
to heaven is Hell, a fiery pit of damnation and eternal torment, which currently
only has two stars on Tripadvisor. [...] God’s unforgiving nature means his
believers try to stay in his good books through a form of organized grovelling
called worship. [...] Many find praising God in this way gives them purpose in life.

Sucking up to the boss.”



Philomena of course knows that she’s getting it wrong, and therein lies the
joke. But if you don’t know better—and, truly, even some Christians don’t—then it
sounds like one of those jokes that someone actually means. Take Peter’s words
alone, though, without the rest of his letter, and it sounds like Christianity is all
about following rules to merit one’s way either to heaven or hell. God “judges all
impartially according to their deeds.” But what if, as the context of Peter’s letter
suggests, the Christians in a dominantly pagan culture are afraid of the judgements
of their own people, who condemn their new faith in Jesus? And what if Peter is
being pastoral to his anxious and fearful churches, fledgling among the Roman
provinces, and saying that only God’s judgement is worth fearing, because God
judges impartially, truly, based on actual good and actual bad—while human
judgements are so often based on fear and pride and rivalry and disgust and

misinterpretation and false assumptions?

It’s freeing only ‘worry what God thinks’ not what our judgemental
neighbours think, because God sees things how they really are. But that’s just the
beginning of why it’s comforting and freeing to worry only what God thinks. That
comfort and freedom become Gospel-—Good News—when we rest in, truly rest in,
the peace of believing that even if we have done things we shouldn’t have done, or
not done things we should have done, that God’s judgement comes with no

condemnation. God judgement comes with no condemnation because of what Jesus



was done for every sinner—and by ever sinner we mean every person. When God
has something true against us—and we know it and God knows it—God chooses in

becoming Jesus to take all humanity’s condemnation upon himself.

God knows—Iike many of us do—that condemnation doesn’t make anyone
better; condemnation usually just forever brands us, with a searing, red-hot iron:
bad. God knows that doesn’t lead to healing or redemption or freedom. But God
also knows that judging rightly and truly is healthy and redemptive and freeing.
Judgement isn’t the same as condemnation. Judgement is another word for
discerning right and wrong, like a good referee can say “goal” or “no goal” or
“foul” or “no foul.” Without a good judge the game is no good. And that’s life too.
The astonishing wonder of Easter is that God chooses to save sinners—and that’s
all of us—from being thrown out of the game, or from only getting to play under

the weight of shame and guilt.

In our liturgy today, we hear, “If anyone sin we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins.” When
you hear ‘propitiation,” don’t just think ‘punishment’—think ‘satisfaction.’ Jesus is
the satisfaction for our sins. Jesus, together with his Father and their Spirit, are
satisfied with Jesus’ humanity. “It’s finished,” Jesus says from the cross. We’ve

squashed it.



But, why, some ask, would God as Judge need a tortured Jesus to be
satisfied? Two things. 1) Much of what Jesus endures at the cross isn’t coming
from he and Father so much as the forces of evil: Satan’s hatred of God and life,
corrupt justice systems, government corruption, religious violence, and all the
personal failures of the disciples that led to Jesus’ betrayal. Jesus does battle with
all these things on the cross, and by resurrecting he brings a satisfying victory.
Now 2), about God as Judge: you know, and I know, that a lot of evil things happen
in this world, and some personal failings are bad enough, that our Creator should
be a little upset, and in some cases more than a little upset. You get mad! We all
look at the world 1n a state or senseless violence, and we see when our loved one’s

have been wronged, and we think, ‘Oh, I wish I could just...do something!”

Now this is the wonder and the horror of the Cross of Christ: included in the
whole battle of the cross, is God—justly angry with what’s worth being angry
about—doing something. And it’s horrifying that he does it to himself. When John
writes that “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,” that’s a
love despite knowing and seeing everything. People who dwell on the crimes of
human society, #ate humanity. Most loving people avoid hatred by trying not to
think too much about it. And yet God knows and still loves. God desires

redemption and life not condemnation and death for sinners.



Now here’s the Good News of having God as our Judge. Anyone, literally
anyone, can turn from their sins and live, because God doesn’t hold us to it. God in
Jesus, held himself to it. When we feel that thick cloud of guilt or shame weigh
down on us, God says, “I’ll take that. I’ll bear that up on my cross. It need not be

yours. You get busy living.”

So, just here’s the practical take-away.

Peter brings up the whole topic of judgement in his letter, not because the
Christians needed to live in fear of divine rage, but because they we’re a small, odd
sect of new believers amid cultures that really disliked them for turning to Jesus.
So, Peter counsels: God is your judge. Fear God, not your neighbours. Don’t worry
about being right in the eyes of those who judge unjustly. God alone judges truly

and impartially.

What’s more, even when God rightly has something against us, he judges
rightly but without condemning. When there is a just sentence between us and our
Creator, any burden of human guilt is taken off our shoulders and included in
Jesus’ manly layered work of the cross. God asks only that we love him and turn

from our sins and live.

Lastly, in light of all this, let us be slow to judge each other. Really: sluggish,

resistant, avoidant to judge. We’re so often wrong in our judgements; we



misinterpret; we jump to conclusions; we want to be the victim; we view
interactions through the broken glasses of past. Be slow to judge. God alone is

judge.

And even when we have indeed made a mistake, even when others have
made a mistake, God removes our sentence, if we trust only in the righteousness of

Jesus.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



